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 Clifton Mustang Band Alumni Association, Inc.
Scholarship Selection Guidelines
1.  There shall be three scholarships annually of at least $1,000 per scholarship. 
     Scholarship amounts can be increased by vote at a Clifton Mustang Band Alumni 

     Association (CMBAA) general meeting as funds become available.  

2.  The Scholarship Selection Committee shall decide eligibility of applicants and
     determine final awards. Scholarships shall be awarded to the three eligible 
     applicants with the highest total scores according to the scoring protocol; however,
     the Committee may at its discretion decide there are no eligible applicants for a 
     scholarship and hold funds for use the following year.

3.  The Scholarship Selection Committee will consist of five members.  Members of the 
     Committee are volunteers and must be current members in good standing of the CMBAA.    
     Individuals who create a scholarship may not be members of the Selection Committee.  

     The current Clifton High School Band Director shall contribute a portion of each 

     applicant's total score according to the scoring protocol, but shall not be considered a 
     member of the Selection Committee.
4.  Selection Committee members may not have relatives, friends, or other acquaintances that 
     can be potential applicants. 
5.  The following schedule is to be maintained:


March  –  Applications distributed to graduating Mustang Band seniors


April  –  Applications due back to the Selection Committee


May  –  Selection Committee conducts interviews and determines recipients

6.  Eligible applicants must be Clifton High School Mustang Marching Band members for at 
     least one year.

7.  Applicants must be Clifton High School graduating seniors.

8.  Applicants will be assigned a number to maintain anonymity.  A CMBAA Officer will 
     assign these numbers.

9.  Applicants must be enrolled for continuing education in a college, university, or 
     accredited trade school.  Any disputes shall be resolved by the Selection Committee.

10.  In addition to meeting all other eligibility requirements, applicants for the Stanley W. 

       Opalach Community Band Scholarship must also meet a minimum Clifton Community 

       Band (CCB) participation requirement of three years, with at least three performances 

       per year and 15 rehearsals per year, as monitored by the CCB General Manager.
11.  Scholarships will not be determined by grade, grade point, or class rank.

12.  The following scoring protocol will be used to rank all applicants:


-    Band Director's Score:  25 points  

-    Essay:  25 points


-    Personal Interview by Selection Committee:  50 points


-    Marching Band participation:  1 point awarded per year of participation

-    Total Score Possible:  104 points

13.  Band Director's Score is ranked based on leadership, teamwork, personal effort, spirit, 
       and attitude.

14.  Essay  –  Applicants will be required to submit an essay response to a writing prompt 

       determined by the Selection Committee.
15.  Interview  –  The Selection Committee will conduct 10-minute interviews with each 
       applicant anonymously.  Questions will be determined by the Selection Committee.

16.  Any new scholarships must be created via proposal by any CMBAA member in good 
       standing.  New scholarships must be named in honor of an individual who made 
       outstanding contributions to the Band.
17.  Financial donations to the CMBAA for scholarships shall be considered part of a general 
       scholarship fund from which all scholarships shall be paid.

18.  All scholarships awarded by the CMBAA, regardless of funding source, will go through 
       the same selection and evaluation process via the full Selection Committee.
The CMBAA is a Non-Profit Organization

Mission Statement

To aid the Clifton High School Mustang Marching Band through Alumni support activities and preserve the spirit of the Band
among alumni and throughout the community.
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